
1.  Sum
ter O

pera H
ouse

21 N
orth M

ain Street
B

uilt in 1894 of C
um

berland B
luff

stone in the R
ichardson-

R
om

anesque style, the focal point
of Sum

ter’s historic dow
ntow

n
features a 100-foot clock tow

er.
The breathtaking A

rt D
eco interior

dates from
 the 1930’s. Listed in

the N
ational R

egister of H
istoric

Places. G
uided tours available.

(803) 436-2616.

2.  Sum
ter C

ounty C
ourthouse

141 N
orth M

ain Street

The Sum
ter C

ounty C
ourthouse,

built in 1907, is the scene of court
activities, special events and the
annual dedication and lighting of
the com

m
unity C

hristm
as tree. The

third courthouse built since
Sum

ter’s incorporation in 1800, it
has seen a century of continuous
use.  (803) 436-2100.

3.  Sum
ter C

ounty M
useum

122 North W
ashington Street

B
uilt in 1916 by the M

oses and
Phelps fam

ilies, in 1972 the form
er

W
illiam

s-B
rice house and gardens

becam
e the central point of the

Sum
ter C

ounty M
useum

 com
plex.

Period room
s, exhibits and an

im
pressive textile collection bring

back the days of yore. The
C

arolina B
ackcountry H

om
estead

re-creates life in the Sum
ter

D
istrict at the turn of the 19th

century. Tours available.
(803) 775-0908.

4.  G
enealogical &

 H
istorical

R
esearch C

enter
219 W

est Liberty Street
Extensive archives, books, m

aps,

Sum
ter C

onvention &
 V

isitors B
ureau

822 W
est Liberty Street

Post O
ffice B

ox 1449
Sum

ter, SC
 29151

(803) 436-2640/Toll Free: 1-800-688-4748
w

w
w

.sum
tertourism

.com
tourism

@
sum

ter-sc.com

T
im

eless T
reasures...

In the 1740’s, the first English-speaking settlers arrived to establish roots along the banks of the W
ateree R

iver in central
South C

arolina.  Today, Sum
ter C

ounty boasts a population of m
ore than 100,000, and the city of Sum

ter is the eight-largest
m

etropolitan area in the state.  This is the “G
am

ecock C
ity” and county, hom

e of “delightful stays &
 Southern w

ays.”  Tw
o

hours from
 the beach, three hours from

 the m
ountains and an easy day trip from

 som
e of the South’s m

ajor m
etropolitan

centers, w
e are truly in the m

iddle of everything!

Progressive in outlook w
hile preserving our heritage, Sum

ter recognizes that our unique history offers a depth that m
akes us

different from
 m

any com
m

unities of sim
ilar size.  A

n ongoing effort to protect and celebrate the trium
phs--and trials--of those

w
ho have gone before m

eans education and enjoym
ent for today’s residents and visitors, and a truly rem

arkable legacy for the
citizens of the future.

O
ver the past 200 years, Sum

ter has produced a num
ber of citizens w

ho have gone forth to m
ake their m

ark upon our nation
and our w

orld:
•

G
eneral Thom

as Sum
ter, for w

hom
 the city and county are nam

ed, the “G
am

ecock G
eneral” of the A

m
erican R

evolu-
tion w

hose daring exploits helped turn the tide in the w
ar for independence;

•
A

ngelica Singleton Van B
uren, the legendary W

hite H
ouse hostess w

hose beauty and grace captivated our nation’s
capital;
•

Bill Pinkney of the O
riginal D

rifters, the W
W

II veteran w
ho brought C

arolina “beach m
usic” to the w

orld, helped define
an era and w

as inducted into the R
ock and R

oll H
all of Fam

e alongside the B
eatles;

•
Jasper Johns, Edm

unds H
igh School graduate and “pop art” icon w

ho created a revolution in the N
ew

 York art w
orld;

•
B

obby R
ichardson of the N

ew
 York Yankees, a baseball legend w

hose nam
e shines alongside such greats as M

antle and
D

iM
aggio;

•
M

ary M
cLeod Bethune, advisor to four U

S Presidents and consultant to the U
nited N

ations, founder of B
ethune-

C
ookm

an C
ollege in Florida, the M

ayesville native w
ho traveled from

 the cotton fields to the ends of the earth.

H
istory, heritage and heroes...a m

om
ent in tim

e, a com
m

unity that recognizes past as prologue...the culture and charm
 of

Sum
ter, South C

arolina.



papers and m
ore com

prise an im
pres-

sive collection representing Sum
ter

C
ounty’s grow

th from
 the 18th

century to today. R
esearch assistance

available. (803) 774-3901.

5.  H
am

pton Park H
istoric D

istrict
(bounded by H

am
pton, C

hurch and
W

inn Streets)
Sum

ter’s historic neighborhood, w
ith

private residences dating from
 the

1840’s, features a variety of architec-
tural styles.  The corner of H

am
pton

Avenue and C
hurch Street is the hom

e
of Tem

ple Sinai (c. 1912), w
hich

serves the Jew
ish com

m
unity from

throughout the region. O
n C

alhoun
Street, G

race B
aptist C

hurch (orga-
nized in 1900, present building
dedicated in 1984) occupies the site of
the form

er M
cLaurin School. G

reek
R

evival cottages, im
posing Q

ueen
A

nne hom
es, A

rts &
 C

rafts bungalow
s

and m
ore re-create the aura of the

past. M
em

orial Park (H
am

pton
Avenue) is a beautiful neighborhood
centerpiece.

6.  Sum
ter C

ounty C
ultural C

enter
H

aynsw
orth St. &

 M
ood Ave.

O
ne of South C

arolina’s only self-
contained cultural com

plexes, the
form

er Sum
ter H

igh School building
houses Patriot H

all auditorium
, the

Sum
ter G

allery of A
rt and the Sum

ter
Little Theatre. O

riginally constructed
in 1939 as B

oys’ H
igh School and

later the site of Edm
unds H

igh School,
the building has changed and adapted
to m

odern tim
es w

hile retaining its
historic distinctiveness. Tours avail-
able. Patriot H

all:  (803) 436-2260.
Sum

ter G
allery of A

rt:  (803) 775-
0543.  Sum

ter Little Theatre:  (803)
775-2150.

7.  Sw
an L

ake Iris G
ardens

822 W
est Liberty Street

H
om

e to all eight sw
an species,

Japanese iris gardens and Sum
ter’s

m
ost festive celebrations, Sw

an Lake
is a living scene from

 a fairy tale. This
com

m
unity treasure is a gift to the city

from
 the B

land and H
eath fam

ilies.
The B

land G
ardens date from

 1927.
O

pen daily; free adm
ission.  G

uided
tours available w

ith advance notice.
(803) 436-2640.

8.  A
frican-A

m
erican C

ultural
C

enter
345-D

 M
anning Avenue

Packed w
ith inform

ation and artifacts
relevant to Sum

ter C
ounty’s inspiring

black history, the C
enter contains a

w
ealth of know

ledge about prom
inent

m
em

bers of Sum
ter’s A

frican-
A

m
erican com

m
unity. There is a

perm
anent exhibit dedicated to the

history of Sum
ter C

ounty’s form
er

“colored” schools, including m
ore

than a dozen R
osenw

ald schools. For
m

ore inform
ation, call (803) 436-

2640.

9.  Sum
ter C

em
etery

W
est O

akland Avenue
Sum

ter’s historic cem
etery w

as
chartered in 1857, although several
stones pre-dating this tim

e indicate
earlier origins. It contains m

any
graves of interest, including that of
G

eorge Edw
ard H

aynsw
orth, w

ho
fired the first shot of the C

ivil W
ar.

A
djacent to Sum

ter C
em

etery are St.
Law

rence, W
alker and Jew

ish
C

em
eteries, the final resting places of

m
any noted citizens of the area’s

R
om

an C
atholic, A

frican-A
m

erican
and Jew

ish com
m

unities.

10. M
orris C

ollege
100 W

est C
ollege Street

M
orris C

ollege opened in 1908 as
Sum

ter’s first and only historically
black college. O

perated by the B
aptist

Educational and M
issionary C

onven-
tion of SC

, it originally provided three
levels of training in education, adding
the B

achelor of A
rts program

 in 1915.
Today, m

ore than 20 degree program
s

are offered. It is one of the few
 senior

colleges built and operated solely
under A

frican-A
m

erican auspices, and
is a m

em
ber of the U

nited N
egro

C
ollege Fund. D

r. Luns R
ichardson

holds the record as the longest-serving
president of any institution of higher
learning in SC

.

11. Tow
n of M

ayesville
U

S H
ighw

ay 76
In 1811, M

atthew
 Peterson M

ayes II
gave this farm

ing com
m

unity its
nam

e. Landm
arks include 19th and

early 20th century hom
es that rem

ain
private residences today, and the
K

ineen H
otel, built in 1911.

M
ayesville w

as the hom
e of

M
ayesville Institute, chartered in 1896

and know
n to locals as “Little

Tuskegee.” Its m
ost distiguished

alum
na is D

r. M
ary M

cLeod B
ethune.

The site is now
 occupied by

M
ayesville Elem

entary School, and
the Insitute’s founder, M

iss Em
m

a
W

ilson, is buried on the grounds.

12. M
ary M

cL
eod B

ethune Park
D

r. M
ary M

cLeod Bethune Road, Lee
C

ounty
Educator, adm

inistrator, business-
w

om
an--D

r. B
ethune’s accom

plish-
m

ents are a testam
ent to education, a

pursuit that m
arked her entire life.



She w
as the first A

frican-A
m

erican
nam

ed to the SC
 H

all of Fam
e, and

w
as honored w

ith a U
S Postage Stam

p
in 1985. The park is built on the site of
D

r. B
ethune’s birth in 1875, the 15th

child of form
er slaves. (803) 453-

5860.

13. C
oncord Presbyterian C

hurch
Brew

ington Road (off U
S 76)

O
rganized in 1808, the church w

as
built on land given by G

eneral
Thom

as Sum
ter to the C

oncord
Society. The present building w

as
com

pleted in 1841.

14. G
oodw

ill Presbyterian C
hurch

H
ighw

ay 527, M
ayesville

The first A
frican-A

m
erican Presbyte-

rian church in Sum
ter C

ounty,
G

oodw
ill w

as organized by 100 black
m

em
bers of Salem

 B
lack R

iver
C

hurch. The G
oodw

ill Parochial
(D

ay) School on the property, w
hich

operated until 1960, is listed on the
N

ational R
egister of H

istoric Places.
(803) 495-3599.

15. Salem
 B

lack R
iver

Presbyterian C
hurch

H
ighw

ay 527, M
ayesville

“B
rick C

hurch” w
as established in

1759 near M
ayesville. The im

posing
brick building w

ith its m
assive D

oric
colum

ns w
as built in 1856, from

bricks m
ade on the church grounds. It

is the setting of the “K
irkin’ of the

Tartans” held every M
arch as part of

the Sum
ter C

ounty M
useum

’s Scottish
C

ountry Fair in tribute to the original
Scots-Irish founders.

16. LeN
oir G

eneral Store
H

oratio-H
agood Rd. (off SC

 261)
This pre-1825 establishm

ent is a

typical country crossroads store of the
type not often seen anym

ore.  Enjoy
som

e penny candy and a display of
area historical artifacts!

17. Tow
n of R

em
bert

U
S 521

W
ith a population of less than 500

(U
S C

ensus, 2000), rural R
em

bert
surprises and delights visitors w

ith
unique fine dining at Lilfred’s
restaurant and the action-filled A

frican
A

m
erican C

ultural Festival held each
M

ay at G
reenfield Farm

s.

18. H
igh H

ills B
aptist C

hurches
M

eeting H
ouse Rd (off SC

 261)
Statesburg’s tw

o H
igh H

ills B
aptist

C
hurches, located alm

ost side by side,
are deeply rooted in the history of the
area.  The w

hite fram
e structure

belongs to one of the oldest churches
in Sum

ter C
ounty, established in 1772

on land given by G
eneral Thom

as
Sum

ter.  The present building dates
from

 1803.  A custom
 of the tim

e w
as

for slaves to w
orship at the sam

e
church as their m

asters, in a gallery
constructed for that purpose.  The
brick H

igh H
ills B

aptist C
hurch is

hom
e to the congregation form

ed in
1869 by the freed m

en and w
om

en of
the original church.  The present
structure w

as renovated in 1983 and
overlooks a spectacular vista of the
H

igh H
ills of the Santee, for w

hich the
churches w

ere nam
ed.  H

igh H
ills

Baptist (1772) does not hold regular
services.  H

igh H
ills Baptist (1869) is

active and can be reached at (803)
499-2311.

19. G
eneral Thom

as Sum
ter

M
em

orial Park
Acton Rd. (off M

eeting H
ouse Rd.)

G
eneral Sum

ter arrived from
 his

native Virginia in 1765 and quickly
distinguished him

self as a business-
m

an, patriot and statesm
an.  H

e w
as

one of the founders of the tow
n of

Statesburg and the last surviving
general of the A

m
erican R

evolution.
N

ear his tom
b is a m

iniature brick
chapel m

arking the burial spot of his
daughter-in-law, N

athalie D
eLage

Sum
ter.  It is one of the oldest

C
atholic chapels outside of C

harles-
ton.

20.  C
hurch of the H

oly C
ross

335 N
. K

ings H
w

y (U
S 261)

In 1785, C
larem

ont Episcopal C
hurch

w
as established on property donated

by G
eneral Thom

as Sum
ter. The

C
hurch of the H

oly C
ross, a N

ational
H

istoric Landm
ark, w

as built in 1850.
This Victorian G

othic buildng is one
of the few

 in the U
S constructed

entirely by the ancient pise de terre
(ram

m
ed earth) m

ethod.  The adjoin-
ing cem

etery contains m
any interest-

ing tom
bstones, am

ong them
 m

ore
than 100 veterans of the A

m
erican

R
evolution, C

ivil W
ar and W

orld W
ar

II.  Perhaps the best know
n is that of

Joel R
oberts Poinsett, a statesm

an,
diplom

at, scientist and botanist, the
first A

m
erican am

bassador to M
exico,

w
ho brought the poinsettia flow

er to
the U

S.  The church building is
presently closed.  W

eekly services are
held at the adjacent Parish H

ouse.
(803) 494-8101.

21. Statesburg A
rea

SC
 H

ighw
ay 261

The old “K
ing’s H

ighw
ay” dates from

1698, w
hen it w

as the C
ataw

ba Path.
It joined C

harleston w
ith C

am
den and

the “backcountry.”  In 1783, Stateburg
village m

issed becom
ing the capital of

the state by one vote.  From
 Indians

on horseback to the vehicles of today,
m

uch SC
 history has passed over this

road, including the arm
ies of the

R
evolutionary and C

ivil W
ars.  Points

of interest include the tow
n of

W
edgefield, Poinsett State Park, the

site of M
anchester, B

eech C
reek (site

of the final battles of the C
ivil W

ar)
and m

any privately ow
ned historic

plantation hom
es.

22.  Poinsett State Park
SC

 261
The m

oss-draped trees of Poinsett
have stood guard over tw

o centuries
of history:  the early Indians, the great
antebellum

 plantations and the last
days of the C

ivil W
ar.  B

uilt in the
1930’s, the park is a haven for outdoor
lovers w

ith picnic grounds, fishing,
cam

pgrounds and trails for hiking,
biking and horseback riding.  It is
adjacent to M

anchester State Forest, a
w

ell-know
n hunting area.

(803) 494-8177.

23. St. M
ark’s E

piscopal C
hurch

SC
 51 (off SC

 261)
C

reated in 1757, this w
as the first

church organized in Sum
ter D

istrict.
The present building w

as constructed
in 1856.  St. M

ark’s has been the
house of w

orship for six governors of
South C

arolina.

24.  Tow
n of Pinew

ood
SC

 261at SC
 120

This quaint tow
n sprang up on the

A
tlantic C

oastline R
ailroad, and the

restored train depot is a cherished area
landm

ark.  N
earby Sparkleberry

Sw
am

p is an area of rem
arkable

unspoiled natural beauty.



From
 its beginnings as the “C

arolina
B

ackcountry” in the 1740’s to the
prosperous 21st-century com

m
unity of

today, Sum
ter C

ounty has long been
synonym

ous w
ith Southern hospitality and

tradition.  From
 the quiet countryside to the

new
ly revitalized dow

ntow
n, the area is

am
azingly rich in culture and history.

Explore the Sum
ter C

ounty M
useum

’s
exhibits featuring 200 years of Sum

ter
history, or take a leisurely drive along the
K

ing’s H
ighw

ay w
here m

oss-draped trees
stand guard before antebellum

 plantation
hom

es.  V
isit the Sum

ter O
pera H

ouse,
w

here avant-garde perform
ance art takes

place in a faultlessly restored century-old
venue.  Experience the journey of Sum

ter’s
A

frican-A
m

ericans at the grow
ing C

ultural
C

enter.  Take a trip back in tim
e as you

explore Sum
ter’s tim

eless treasures!

1.  Sum
ter O

pera H
ouse

2.  Sum
ter C

ounty C
ourthouse

3.  Sum
ter C

ounty M
useum

4.  Sum
ter C

ounty G
enealogical &

H
istorical  R

esearch C
enter

5.  H
am

pton Park H
istoric D

istrict
6.  Sum

ter C
ounty C

ultural C
enter

7.  Sw
an Lake Iris G

ardens
8.  A

frican-A
m

erican C
ultural C

enter
9.  Sum

ter C
em

etery
10.  M

orris C
ollege

11. Tow
n of M

ayesville
12. M

ary M
cLeod B

ethune M
em

orial Park
13. C

oncord Presbyterian C
hurch

14. G
oodw

ill Presbyterian C
hurch

15. Salem
 B

lack R
iver Presbyterian C

hurch
16. Lenoir G

eneral Store
17. Tow

n of R
em

bert
18. H

igh H
ills B

aptist C
hurches

19. G
eneral Thom

as Sum
ter M

em
orial Park

20. C
hurch of the H

oly C
ross

21. Stateburg A
rea

22. Poinsett State Park
23. St. M

ark’s Episcopal C
hurch

24. Tow
n of Pinew

ood


